Rockridge eatery the latest
in string of robberies
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OAKLAND — Popular Rockridge eatery Pasta
Pomodoro was robbed Monday night, becoming the
latest in a series of restaurant robberies by ski-
masked bandits in the last three weeks.

The robbery, which occurred just before 11 p.m. —
after the restaurant at 5500 College Ave. was closed
— came dfter city officials asked the all-volunteer
Guardian Angelsto step up patrolsto try to deter
the thefts.

Volunteers with the Oakland chapter of the
Guardian Angels have been patrolling Oakland
commercial areas for aweek. But the Angels weren't
on duty Monday night.

"It's frustrating that these robberies are still
happening,” said Cristina Fernandez, head of the
Oakland chapter. "I'm starting to take

it personally. It's like they're laughing at us."

In Monday's heist, two armed men wearing masks
and hooded sweatshirts entered the restaurant and
demanded cash. No patrons were present, unlike
previous robberies in which some customers also
were robbed.

"Nobody was hurt, there were no threats, but our
concern is for the employees that were here when
the robbery happened,” said Pasta Pomodoro
General Manager Marco DiTano.

Support from the community has been wonderful,
he said.

"Rockridge merchants and residents have come to
us today, showing their support,” DiTano said
Tuesday. "They've sent e-mails and called us and
visited us personally. Everyoneis pulling together
and hopefully we can do something about these
robberies.”
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It'sthe first time arobbery linked to the current
spree has occurred in Rockridge. Previous robberies
have occurred near Lake Merritt, in the San Antonio
district and along Piedmont Avenue; the Guardian
Angels started patrolling some of those area Friday
night. Police are investigating whether the same
group is responsible for al the robberies.

Fernandez said eight Guardian Angels are available
for patrol, but more volunteers are coming. They
hope to have as many as 28 people on patrol
around the city by this weekend.

She said the Angels patrolled Oakland's Chinatown
area Saturday and there were no robberies at all.

"People just love us," she said. "Response has been
very positive. We've been offered free lunches and
dinners, even office space.

"We're not going to be 100 percent effective,"
Fernandez added. "We hope to put adent in what's
happening. We're not going to save the world. But
we're avisible presence.”

The Guardian Angels are strictly a volunteer group
and depend on donations. Anyone wishing to
contribute can call 510-459-9566.
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