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Even with public opinion still largely divided and
despite a noticeable lack of enthusiasm from both
Norwalk Mayor Richard Moccia and Chief of Police
Harry Rilling, volunteer citizens are still attempting
to form a Norwalk Chapter of the Guardian Angels
after a successful patrol in South Norwalk by the
beret-clad crime fighters on Sept. 24.

"I was very impressed with how the patrol went,"
said Al Raymond, president of the Spring Hill
Neighborhood Association and Guardian Angels
coordinator. "Most of the people we encountered
were happy to see the Angels there.

Raymond said that, since Norwalk does not yet have
its own chapter, six Guardian Angels from a West
Haven Chapter of the organization volunteered to
patrol the business district of South Norwalk from 6
to 9 p.m. last Wednesday evening. Raymond
explained that the Angels walked several citizens to
their cars in what could have been crime-prone
areas and that they talked to people who were
"constantly thanking them for being there.” Only one
negative comment, Raymond said, was voiced
during the three-hour patrol.

In addition to patrolling streets, the Guardian
Angels, who do not carry weapons, are also vocal
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in community organizations and provide
educational programs in city schools.

"It's a proven fact that the Guardian Angels are
effective," Raymond said. "They're present to be eyes
and ears on the streets and to deter crime."

"We see more eyes and ears on the street as a
definite benefit," said Julie Burton, coordinator of the
Coalition of Norwalk Neighborhood Associations.
The CNNA has supported efforts from the Guardian
Angels and is endorsing the formation of a Norwalk
Chapter.

"People who we are talking to think this is a good
thing. The Angels have the knowledge, organization
and planning to make you feel a little safer,” Burton
said, noting that the CNNA is listening to all parties
whether or not they are in support of the Angels to
completely weigh the pros and cons of the formation
of a Norwalk Guardian Angels Chapter.

And while additional police officers on the street
and intervention from community organizations are
both viable options in deterring crime, those
options, Burton believes, are not always feasible.
The Guardian Angels, she said, are the "strongest
alternative." Crime Spree

Norwalk has suffered a rash of violent crimes in
2008 beginning with the death of local teen Tykwan
Hunt in January and continuing through the summer
with a slew of drive-by shootings and stabbings,
many of which were concentrated in or around the
city's numerous housing complexes. Police have
struggled against a pervading "no-snitch" attitude
that has left some of those crimes unsolved.

This year's violence sparked increased public
concern over just how safe the streets of Norwalk
are for local citizens. Under the invitation of
Common Council member Michael Geake, Guardian
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Angels founder Curtis Sliwa met with the public in
Norwalk to discuss the founding of a Norwalk
Chapter. "I'm not saying the Norwalk Police aren't
doing a good job; they're doing a great job,"
Raymond explained. "We just need those extra eyes
and ears out there. The Angels would be visible all
over the city."

Raymond said a Norwalk Chapter would allow the
Angels, who undergo training and EMS preparation,
to patrol area streets five nights a week. "A couple
hundred" volunteers, he said, would be needed to
get the chapter off the ground.

"It will be difficult. It's going to take a big effort. I'm
sure we just need to get the word out," he said.

Brian J. Shapiro, president of Casual Cigar
Enterprises, Ltd., said he wouldn't be opposed to a
Norwalk Chapter of the Guardian Angels. Casual
Cigar Enterprises is in the heart of SoNo's popular
business district on Hanford Place.

"I wouldn't be opposed to it. In my 12 years here, |
can't remember any major problems, at least for us.
There is definitely a high police presence already.
We feel safe, though I can't speak for those in some
of the more residential neighborhoods," Shapiro
said.

Reaction to the Guardian Angels in Norwalk has not
always been as positive as Shapiro's. In July, a
group of Angels from New Haven were attacked with
rocks and bottles at the King Kennedy public
housing complex on Chestnut Street.

Moccia and Rilling have also expressed concern
with an Angels Chapter in Norwalk. Though both
Moccia and Rilling explained the group has a right
to organize, Rilling said they would send an
improper message to citizens and said the response
was essentially a reaction to only a small spike in

crime. Case Study in Massachusetts

Much like Norwalk, Brockton, Mass., suffered a
similar rise in crime earlier this year. That city saw
four people shot in the span of four days during the
month of February. A group of Guardian Angels
from a Boston Chapter of the organization met with
city officials and stamped out a plan to begin
patrolling Brockton streets in an effort curb

violence. A Brockton Chapter of the Angels was later
formed. Patrols of the city began in May.

"We had a violent start to this calendar year. Many
of the crimes involved young people. The Angels

can serve as monitors, but we were firm that we
didn't want them to take anything into their own
hands. They can serve as a visible presence and can
be reporters. It's also a feel good thing for people in
the neighborhoods," said Chief William K. Conlon of
the Brockton Police Department.

Conlon said members of the Guardian Angels have
contributed to police investigations by providing
suspect descriptions and license plate numbers. A
group of about 10 Angels patrol Brockton streets
regularly. No major complaints about the group
have been reported, Conlon said.

"It hasn't been a bad experience. They just haven't
had a huge impact," he said.

Whether or not the Guardian Angels will serve as a
permanent fixture and "the eyes and ears" of Norwalk
has yet to be determined. Raymond and Burton in
the upcoming months will continue to push for
Norwalk's own satellite of the organization which

has chapters in 11 countries and more than 100
cities worldwide in an attempt to curb and deter
crime through volunteer intervention.

"We want this to be a win for everyone," Burton said.
"It has really great potential.”
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Anyone who has questions, suggestions or would
like to volunteer may contact the CNNA at www.
norwalkneighborhoods.com or 838-1869.
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